The God Who Is

Introductory Lesson Acts 17:16-34

Background

The book of Acts was written by a physician named Luke, probably around 60-62
AD. Acts is an historical narrative, or story, that picks up where the Gospel of Luke
leaves off, and traces the rise and spread of the early Christian church. In Acts 17 we
see a snapshot of the life of the Apostle Paul. Paul had been a Jew who was so de-
vout in his faith that he actually persecuted and killed Christians. But one day Jesus,
who had already lived on earth, been crucified and resurrected, appeared to Paul in
person while Paul was walking down the road (see Acts 9). The encounter was so
powerful that Paul became not only a Christian, but also the greatest Christian mis-
sionary who has ever lived. Luke was a close friend of Paul’s who often traveled on
his missionary trips with him. The events of Acts 17 take place in Athens, Greece,
the intellectual capital of the world at the time.

Read Acty 17:16-34.

In this passage, Paul stands up in the meeting of the Areopagus and makes known the “unknown
god”. What facts does he emphasize about God in vv. 24-27?

Notice how many times Paul uses words like “all”, “every” and “everything”. What do you
think is the significance of this?

How does God make Himself known today?

Paul’s statements certainly challenged the Athenians’ view of God. (Some further background:
the Epicureans’ main goal in life was seeking pleasure, and the Stoics emphasized rational
thought and self-sufficiency.) How does the Bible, particularly the above passage, challenge to-
day’s misconceptions about God?

In vv. 29-31, Paul was obviously concerned that people would not worship idols, but instead
worship the one true God, “the God who is”. Today in America, we wouldn’t usually form idols
out of “gold or silver or stone” (v.29), but we can still worship other people or things above God.
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Passages For

Further Study:

Job 38-41
Colossians 1:13-23
John 1:1-5
Hebrews 9:26-28

Romans 3:21-26; 5:6-8
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The God Who Is

Acts 17:16-34

Paul explains that God doesn’t want people to worship idols, but instead “He commands all peo-
ple to repent” (v. 30). What does the word “repent” mean?

Introductory Lesson- page 2

Who is “the man” that Paul writes about in v. 31?

How does it make you feel that one day God will “judge the world with justice” (v.31)? When
God judges you, will you be declared “guilty” or “innocent”?

We learn from other passages in the Bible (Romans 3:21-26; Hebrews 9:26-28) that Jesus is not
only the man who will justly judge us as “guilty”, but He will also serve our sentence (of death)
in our place if we will only trust in Him. How does that make you feel?

Questions For Personal Reflectiov

1. Reread Acts 17:32-34. When you hear about the resurrection of Jesus, are you:
1) One who sneers?
2) One who wants to hear more on the subject?
3) One who believes and follows?
4)

2. Are you trusting in yourself to be declared “innocent” when God judges you, or are you trust-
ing in Jesus Christ to be your substitute?

3. What do you need to repent of? Is there sin in your life you need to turn from?

4. Do you know God well enough that if the “leading philosophers” of our day—say, your pro-
fessors--asked you to explain Him, you could?

5. What can you do this week to get to know “the God who is” better?

6. Go back this week and look at Acts 17:24-27 and reflect on “the God who is”.

“There is a God we want, and there is a God who is—and they
are not the same God.

The turning point of our lives is when we stop seeking the
God we want and start seeking the God who is.”




